constipation and for six months had noticed some slime in his motions. For four days in March, 1951 , he passed large quantities of unaltered blood per rectum. Two days after admission he had a further small haemorrhage. Full investigation revealed onlly diverticulitis of the pelvic colon. He is now 90 years of age and has had no further bleeding.
Case 2.-W. J. McC., male, aged 78, had been taking 'health salts' and 'All Bran' daily for six months for constipation. In January, 1954, for four days he passed large quantitics of bright red blood per rectum. Full investigation revealed only diverticulitis of the pelvic colon. He has had no further bleeding.
In both cases, after the acute episode, repeated examinations of the stools for the presence of occult blood were consistently negative.
DISCUSSION. These two cases differ from those presented by Fraenkel (1954) and Greig (1950) in that constipation preceded the attack of bleeding. The initial diagnosis in each case was carcinoma of the colon, and this, of course, must be excluded before the diagnosis of diverticulitis is made.
There seems to be no doubt that diverticulitis of the colon can cause catastrophic rectal haemorrlhage which rarely recurs.
